
NEWTON BY THE SEA PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 

HELD, ON WEDNESDAY, 6th MARCH, 2013 AT ST. MARY’S CHURCH 7.30pm.
Disclosure of interest

13/00
The Vice Chairman read the Disclosure of Interest by Members
                                 Cllr. Taylor declared an interest in planning matters 
Present                   Councillors W Simpson (Vice Chairman), K Redgrave, A Turnbull; D. Gerrard; 13/01                        V Thompson, K. Thompson; B Cato; Cllr H Forsyth; R Lightfoot
In attendance


13/02
W Pattison (Clerk); County Councillor J. Taylor and 12 members of the public
Apologies for absence 
13/03                        Cllr. B Foster Smith; 
Minutes of the meeting held on 14th November were proposed by Cllr Cato who was not   

13/04   
           actually present at that meeting, the minutes were then proposed by Cllr



 Turnbull
Minutes of the meeting of the 9th January 2013 
 13/05                       Minutes of the Meeting of 9th January were then proposed by



           Cllr Gerrard and seconded by Cllr Cato.





Matters arising from the minutes
13/06                       a) Commons Scheme – Councillors Simpson and Cato met with County Cllr

          Taylor on the village green on Thursday 21st February with NWL officials in

                     attendance. Cllr. Taylor was very shocked at the muddy state of the
 
 

          Village Green and the large number of cars parked on it and in the vicinity. 

                     Cllr Taylor advised Cllrs Simpson and Cato that N.C.C. had obtained a Traffic
 
          Regulation Order to prevent further parking on or around the Village Green


          apart from residents. Posts are to be placed at 5 foot intervals around both
 
                     sides of the Village Green.  Cllr Simpson was delegated to obtain estimates of 
                     the cost.  Work is to commence as soon as possible.  N.W.L. as a Village 
                      

          Benefit will pay for the larger area and N.C.C. for the smaller. Vice Chair, Cllr
                     Simpson pointed out that it was illegal to park on common land and County
 
                    Councillor Taylor advised PC’s that NCC has obtained a traffic regulation
 

          order which will prevent any further parking on and around the green, apart

                     from residential.  Bus services are also of concern as they cannot negotiate

          around the parked cars. Representatives from the Joiners Arms and Newton
                     Hall advised PC’s of new plans for dealing with parked cars and asked for a 
                     time delay to enable a planning application to be processed. (Cllr Taylor left 
                     the room) Location of the planned area was not able to be divulged at this 


          time. Representatives also advised PC’s that they were very aware that
 
        
          parking was a problem and were trying hard to resolve. It was pointed

                      out that they 
employed local people and were concerned that it would affect 
                      business. By fencing off the green, disbursement of vehicles would relocate
                      to other parts of the village. They also felt there was a certain resentment 
    


towards them and a lack of support locally. Cllr V Thompson expressed his 
                      deep concern at resident car parking which was preventing his vehicles from
                      using the road to Links Farm. No delay re the posts was granted.                                                                        


b) High Newton Bus Shelter –  The Clerk will obtain two estimates for
 
  

 repairs to the roof and woodwork. 
 

                                 


d) Doxford and Low Newton Road Safety/ Signage – NCC have advised 
  

they are looking into the concerns raised and is still being investigated by Mr
                      R Thorn, NCC. It is hoped work will be completed within the next month. 
               
 
           e) Low Newton Bonfire – Ongoing.
Financial Matters 

13/07                          

                                 a) Receipts/Payments are as follows - Clerk’s salary £140, less tax at BR     rate of £28.00 = Total £112.00 net, HMRC £52.00 - Total = £164.00 
                                 Receipts – Wayleave - £3.45. The Community Bank Account total before  payments is £1428.57 and the new total after payments and including receipts will be £1231.16.                                  

County Council report

13/08                       County Councillor Taylor advised PC’s this year’s NCC £466m budget includes cuts of £7.9m in adult services and housing, £3.7m in children’s services, £5.8m in finance and £2.9m  in local services. It sanctioned the latest cuts package in approving its budget 2013/14 – having already made more than £100m in savings since the unitary authority was formed in 2009. Councillors also agreed to freeze the authority’s share of council tax for the third consecutive year, although people will see their bills go up in April because of increases by Northumbria Police and town and parish councils. Metal thieves are becoming more prevalent, metal gulleys have been taken and cost £60 -70 each to replace, stolen farm machinery and diesel is also a problem. Highways Dept have huge problems, repairs to highways are needed all over the County. Two landslips at Horncliffe and Rothbury are also causing great concern and a request for government funding has been made.
Planning Issues
 
13/09                        
                                 a) Core Strategy Preferred Options Document – The Chairman of the PC, 

            Cllr Foster Smith,  Vice Chair, Cllr Simpson and Cllr Cato have attended a 
                       number of Meetings in regard to the core strategy.  It is a Statutory 

                      Requirement for Northumberland County Council to produce a Core

                      Strategy.  Pre 2009, Alnwick District produced a Local Development Plan.

                      The Core Strategy will be the guide lines upon which Planning decisions will 
                      be taken until 2030.  Some sections from the Alnwick District Local Plan will
                      be included as Reserved Policies. The new Core Strategy must not 
  

            contravene the already in existence National Planning Policy Framework.  If it
                      does it will not be passed by the Planning Inspector. Planners drew up a 170
                      page document called Northumberland Local Development Plan Core 
        

            Strategy Issues and Options.  People have been encouraged to read and 
 

            comment.  12,500 comments were received and 950 people attended ‘Drop
                       Ins’ organised by the Planners. This led to the latest 194 page document,


            which has incorporated some of the comments. This document is called

                       Northumberland Local Development Plan Preferred Options, and this is the 
                       one that is presently being commented upon. The Issues and Options

                       divided  the County into three Delivery Areas.  Due to complaints, the new


 document, ‘Preferred Options’,  has increased the Delivery Areas  to four
 
                       and has also altered the boundaries.  Delivery Area South East has been
 
                       extended as far north as Amble.  Delivery Area Central is very much 
 
                       Newcastle commuter belt to north of Morpeth and beyond Hexham. It must 
                       be remembered that the Northumberland National Park comes under 
 

            separate Planning. At every meeting attended, representatives from the 
 

            villages within the AONB have pressed for the AONB to be designated a  5th
                                  Delivery Area, because the area and its problems are so different from

                       elsewhere in the county.  Comments have to be received by March 20th. The

            Planners will then analyse this current set of responses and a Draft Plan will
                       be produced in the autumn of 2013.  The Document will be submitted in the

            spring of 2014.  Inspector’s Report autumn 2014.  Adoption  - winter 2014.  

A.O.N.B. & Burial Board
13/10
                        AONB – Nothing to report
                                   Burial Board meeting – No meetings
Highways
13/11                         County Councillor Taylor advised PC’s that 8 million has had to be taken

                       from the contingency fund to repair roads and in particular to address



  potholes. Two new machines   complete with a three man team are

                       endeavoring to alleviate some of the larger potholes. A five year plan to deal
                       with roads is now in place.          
Correspondence/Meetings    
13/12                        a) Parish Council Information Sessions are to be held on Wednesday 13th March at The Centre, Fenkle Street, Alnwick at 6pm. Open to all interested councils. An opportunity to get up to speed on a range of topical issues, with plenty of time for questions; consisting of preparing for the local elections, the standards regime and code of conduct, freedom of information act, recent developments in the planning system, local council powers, employment matters/PAYE finance.



           

                                 b) Northumberland Residents Festival has been set for March 16th/17th. This is a family weekend of free or discounted access to some of the County’s biggest attractions. Residents will need special vouchers to take part and they will be available to download of the NCC website. 



                                                         c) Procedure for Parish Council Elections - Nomination packs will be available from the first week in March. NCC will send a supply of packs to be made available for prospective candidates in the parish.  They can also be requested from the election office. There will be short briefings for prospective candidates in Alnwick on Monday
, 11 March 2013 at 6.00 pm, at the Northumberland Hall, Market Square, Alnwick. The Clerk distributed nomination packs at the meeting. Nominations will open on March 25th and papers can be delivered to Allerburn House, Alnwick.
Any other business   
13/13                        a) Faster Broadband -INorthumberland want to encourage as many residents as possible to register their interest in faster broadband. To support this initiative please log on to www.inorthumberland.org.uk/iwant and register. Figures given by INorthumberland re the Parish, show total number of properties, 225, properties registered re faster broadband 13, percentage 5.78. Cllr Simpson urged everyone to register and to also check their broadband speeds.
                                 b) The Clerk will write to NWL in order for the next stage of the pipe-work to be laid.
 Date of next meeting.

13/14                        The next meeting is the Annual Meeting and will take place on Wednesday

                                  8th May, 2013 at St Mary’s Chuch at 7.30pm. 
CHAIRMAN
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3

